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Unt i l  i t  burned on Christmas day, 1884, James Barbour's house a t  Barboursvil 
e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  completed c i r c a 1 8 2 2  from des igns  by Thomas Je f f e r son .  

Only two one-story s i d e  porches appear t o  have been l a t e r  add i t ions .  Thougt 
l a rge  i n  s c a l e ,  the  house contained only e i g h t  p r i n c i p a l  rooms, t h e  h a l l ,  
drawing room, and d in ing  room being  two-story chambers. :The ent rance  facade 
fea tured  a p r o j e c t i n g  Roman Doric t e t r a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  which covered the  reces 
f r o n t  wa l l  of the  en t r ance  h a l l .  On the garden f r o n t  the  wa l l s  of  the  
octagonal  drawing room projec ted  i n t o  a s i m i l a r  p o r t i c o ,  a s  a t  Monticello.  
The octagonal  dome which J e f f e r s o n  proposed i n  h i s  drawing was omitted 
dur ing  cons t ruc t ion ;  it  is unce r t a in  whether t h e  Chinese l a t t i c e  r a i l i n g  whi 
appeared i n  J e f f e r s o n ' s  drawing around the  base of the  roof was ever  i n s t a l l  
Although t h e  d in ing  room had no chamber over i t ,  Je f f e r son  ind ica t ed  a 
f a l s e  window on t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l  i n  order  t o  keep the  garden f r o n t  
symmetrical. This f e a t u r e  was omit ted and consequently gave t h a t  s i d e  of 
the house a n  unbalanced appearance. Unfortunately,  t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  
evidence a s  t o  the  appearance of t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r i m .  
One might assume t h a t  t h e  two-story rooms were crowned by f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e s  
a s  a t  Monticel lo.  
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During the  f i r e  o f  1884 every th ing  except the  e x t e r i o r  b r i ck  w a l l s ,  the  
i n t e r i o r  masonry p a r t i t i o n s ,  and the  columns of t h e  po r t i coes  perished.  
Now much overgrown by v i n e s ,  t h e  r u i n s  a r e  maintained and a r e  i n  gene ra l ly  

I sound condi t ion .  

@ 
To the  no r th  of t h e  house a r e  t h e  two cur ious  s e r v i c e  bui ld ings  which now 
se rve  a s  .. the  - w i n  ,res.idence f o r  .Barbo,ursvil.le. .It ..is be l ieved  , t h a t  . t hese  
s t r u c t u r e s  were b u i l t  circa 1790 and were l i ved  i n  by James Barbour u n t i l  

t h e  main house:was ,completed., . As, thqy a r e  b u i l t  on t h e  s lope  of a - h i l l ,  
they appear a s  one s t o r y  on the  f r o n t  wi th  two-story columned g a l l e r i e s  on 
t h e  r e a r .  . . .  , - . . . . .  .... 
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Barbour's e s t a t e  has  been known f o r  i t s  unusual ly l a r g e  and f i n e  boxwood. 
which f l o u r i s h  on t h e  grounds. A por t ion  of the  gardens were once surrounde 
by a se rpen t ine  w a l l  s i m i l a r  t o  those designed by M r .  J e f f e r s o n  f o r  t h e  
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As designed, Barboursvi l le  more nea r ly  resembled Monticel lo than any o t h e r  
of  J e f f e r s o n ' s  works. However, the  most s t r i k i n g  p a r a l l e l ,  the  octagonal 
dome, was omit ted (as  Je f f e r son  s a i d  i t  could be) dur ing  cons t ruc t ion .  
Although i n  r u i n s ,  enough of ~ a r b o u r s v i l l e ' s  wa l l s  remain s o  t h a t  they 
can be s tud ied  and compared wi th  J e f f e r s o n ' s  drawings. Had it survived 
a s  designed,  Barboursvi l le  would undoubtedly rank a s  J e f f e r s o n ' s  most 
important r e s i d e n t i a l  work bes ide  Monticel lo,  bu t  even i n  i t s  p resen t  
s t a t e  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  a  r e l i c  of one of America's most distinguished 
a r c h i t e c t s  i s  not  diminished. J e f f e r son ' s  drawings f o r  Barboursvi l le  whict 
inc lude  a  p lan  and e l eva t ions  of the  en t rance  and garden f r o n t  a r e  preserve 
i n  the  Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l  Society.  > 
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Barboursv i l l e ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  has o f t e n  tended to  overshadow 
t h e  d i s t ingu i shed  c a r e e r  of  i t s  f i r s t  occupant. James Barbour (1775-1842), 
bes ides  being an obvious patron of a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  was a  member of the  
Vi rg in i a  L e g i s l a t u r e  from 1796 t o  1812, and was Governor of the  Commonwealt 
from 1812 t o  1814. He was e l ec t ed  to  the  United S t a t e s  Senate i n  1815, 
where he served u n t i l  1825, then becoming Secre tary  of War u n t i l  1828. 
From 1828 t o  1829 he represented h i s  country i n  England a s  Min i s t e r  
P len ipo ten t i a ry .  He was chairman of  the  Whig National  Convention which 
nominated William Henry Harrison i n  1839, and f o r  many years  served a s  
p re s iden t  of  t h e  Orange Humane Society.  He i s  c r e d i t e d  wi th  having fourded 

t h e  L i t e r a r y  Fund of Virg in ia  which long supported popular educat ion i n  
Vi rg in i a .  Barbour l i e s  buried i n  the family cemetery a t  Barboursvi l le .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N ~ E I C A N C E  (fnciude Psraaal le . ,  D a l s a .  E a n l a .  E l = . )  

I n  a  l e t t e r  da ted  March 29, 1817, James Barbour thanked h i s  f r i end  Thomas 
J e f f e r s o n  f o r  supplying him wi th  des igns  f o r  h i s  new house. The des igns  
were re turned  t o  Je f f e r son  a long wi th  t h e  l e t t e r  by James Brad1ey;a 
c a r p e n t e r ,  and Edward Ancel (?), a b r i c k l a y e r ,  both of whom Barbour had 
employed t o  e r e c t  h i s  house. Barbour intended the  two workmen t o  s tudy 
Monticel lo whi le  on t h e i r  errand and acquain t  themselves with the c h a r a c t e r  
of J e f f e r s o n ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  work. 
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